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R E A D E R

A M ery fenfible that I come fbort vefpeci-
ing the due charatter of many of the wor-
thy gentlemen 1 have mentioned s and
that there are many more whofe memories
® ought to have been eternized in this bif-
5% ory. Some indeed I bad reafon to ex-
peit, being promifed them, but they are not
yet come to my hands.  Others, it may be, lies buried in
oblivion, my defign baving not yet reached the knowledge of
thofe who are able to communicate them. But there are
others who bave with-beld their communications at the in-
Sigation of fome few male-contents, who bave, without
any ground, not only contemmed, but alfo mifreprefented my
defign. I choofe rather to pity than mention them, believing
the publication of thefe volumes will fufficiently confute their
invidious as well as ill-grounded defign.

It is wery evident, that the feadinefs, zeal and virtues
of the Englith Baptifts, bave dyazwn uipon them the malice
of thofe who are enemies 1o God and gooduefs 3 who bave,
with fuch confidence and affurance, vented their ill-grounded
calumnies, fo as to impofe on well-meaning men, who bad
not leifure or opportunity to examine into the truth of things.
The principal defign thercfore of this undertaking is, o fet
their innocen! and ingffenfive bebaviour in a true light 5 and
I bave found little more requifite, than the laying the feve-
ral tranfaltions of their condul? before the world 5 the
which I bave now finifhed as far as my materials would af-
Jord, and given a fair and an impartial biftory of them. How
well
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well I bave fucceeded muft be left to others to judge 5 I can
only fay, in my own excufe, that I have done my beft, and
that it will be very agrecable to me to fee it better done by
others, of more leifure, greater abilities and leaining 5 efje-
cially, if any thing done by me may be of ufe to advance and
improve fuch a defign 5 and that I am not confcious to my
Jelf of any wilful or defigned miftakes or omiffions, baving,
throughout the whole, endeavoured to exhibis ploin and
naked truth, without being bials’d to any party whatfoever 5
and, if Iam miftaken in any point, 1 fhall efteem it a
particular favour to be fet right, and take the firft opportu-
nity that prefents to acknowledge and amend it

1t is true, the Englith Baptifts are unbappily difunited
and diftinguifbed, as I bave before obfirved,. by the title of
generals and particulars ; and therefore I declaved 1o the
reader, at firft festing out, that I was well aware, that
Jome things contained in this biftory might awaken prejudice,
cenfure, or difpleafire, and occafion oljeiicns and offence
both to the treatife and myfelf. But 1 do affure my readers,
that if I bave, in the courfe of this biffory, been more
large in fetting forth the condué?, fieadine(s and zeal of one
part of the Englith Baptifts than the otber, it is by ac-
cidenty and not defign.  Indeed I muff confefs, that this
diftinétion always feemed to me as unreafonable as it is un-
charitable, and would men but 1ay afide their prejudices, I
doubt not but a free converfation one with another would
Joon remove it. For tho® opinions or pratiices, which bave
been long flanding, will bave the force of prejudice on
their fide 5 yet they will make but a light imgreffion cn minds
which have this fingle important queflion in their view,
Whether they be lewful or unlawful, a duty or a fin?

1 muft beg leave to obferve bere, bow well the reverend
and learned Dr. DODDRIDGE,  the fecond volume of
bis Family Expofitor, juf} publift’d, bas commented cn bis
own tranflation of the commiffion of cur bleffed Saviour, Go
ye therefore and profelyte all nations, &9¢. << Irender
¢ the word palnrevedle, fays be, profelyte, that it may
““ be duly diftinguifbed from didasnofles, teaching, with
¢ which gy verlion confouncs i, The former feems to

“ impors
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s< import inflruction in the effentials of religion, which it
<< awas neceffary adult perfons fbould know and fubmit to
< before they could regularly be admitted to baptifm ;5 the
< latter may relate to thofe more particulay admonitions in
¢ regard to chriftian faith and prattice, which were to be
¢ built upon that foundation 3 and adds, It is certain, thag
< no argument can be drawn from bence to the prejudice
¢ of Infant Baptifm. For had Chriff fent out thefe
¢ miffionaries z0 propagate Judaifm in the world, be
¢ might bave ufed the fame language, Go and profelyte
¢ all nations, circumcifing them in the name cf the God
““ of Ifrael, teaching them to obferve all that Mofes
< commanded.”

With bumble fubmifion and all due deference to this
learned and pious gentleman, I think it muft be the force of
prejudice zhat bas led bim to this certainty.  And there-
Jore thus query, Whether it would have been juftifiable, cn
bis fuppofed commiffion, for after ages to circumcife chil-
dren before they were eight deys old, or even to bave cir-
cumcifed zbem at all, without the commend of Mofes 2
Again, whether it wonld have been juflifictle, in sercy to
the infant’s body, to chan:e the mode of the ordinance and
only pare its nails, or prick the forcfoin with a needle or
other inflrument, inftead of cutting it off 2 The Doftor
grants, that uaBwrevedle, profelyte, feems to import in-
Siruition, neceffary to be known and fubmiszed to by adult
perfons before baptifm ; therefore upon this head I fhall
exhibit from Dr. Ruflel one argument inflead of many,
which feems to me to be to the prejudice of Infant Bap-
tifm, viz. < That Chriff’s commiffion doth fbew, who are
< 10 be baptized ; but it doth not fhew that infants are
¢ 0 ¢e baptized: thercfore infants are not the fulj.Gis
¢ of baptilm, accerding to Chrift’s commiffen.”  Fer if
thofe that Chrift in bis commiffion bath commanded fo be
baptized, muft firf} be profelyted 5 aind our Lord, in bis
commilfion, did not requive bis apefiles to baptize any, but
only fuch as they bad before profelyted by teaching 5 then
there is a neceflity, that they foould be atual profeélytes

¢fore
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before they are baptized.  And 1 prefume the Doclor will
not affert, that infants can be fuch.

Dr. Gu 18, #n bis Practical Expofition, renders ya-
levocle, difciple, and fays, < It feems to bim, that difciple
<< all nations, relates to the whole defign of Chriff’s com-
<< miffion, for making difciples o bim 3 then it is abfurd
20 tell us, as he does, that there are circamftances i the
fettled flate of the gofpel kingdom, which make it neceflary,
that believers children fhould be firft baptized, and after-
wards taught 5 [o that, according to this gentleman, thofe
are difciples who are baptized, tho’ they bave never been
taught, nar are yet capable of inftrustion : which exprefsly
contradiéts our Lord bimfelf, who faid, If any man
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children,and brethren, and fifters, yea,
and his own life alfo, be cannot be my difeiple. And
whofoever doth not bear his crofs, and come after
me, cannot be my difeiple *. Befides, our Saviour’s
way, and that of John the Baptift, was, 20 make dif-
ciples fizf2, and then to admit them to baptilm 5 for the
text exprefsly tells us, That Jefus made and baptized
more difciples than Fobn . And the praitice of the
apoftles abundantly confirm this s for we find, they firft
taught zhe people to whom they came, exborting them to
repentance and faith, and then to be baptized : and we
read of nome admitted to baptifn but thofe who made a
Solemn profeffien of repentance and faith.

I bave received from Burnham iz Eflex, an account of
the fufferings of fome Baptifts there 5 but the [ame coming
to my hands too late, could not be inferted in thefe volumes.
I may, if God permit, render thefe volumes more compleat
&y a fupplement, and therefore fball pay a due regard to
Juch matters of falt, as come well attefted, aud worthy of
yotice.

* Luke xiv. 26, 27 ® John iv. 1.
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= HE many attempts to render the

religion of the Baptifts as the
vilelt religion in the world, led
me to examine the fame, without
any views of communicating my
‘ : acquifitions  thereupon to  the
world y but that contemptible account lately
publifbed by the reverend Mr. Neale, whofe
Dpartiality put me upon a refolution to go through
this laborious and difficult task s the refult of
which is laid together in thefe volumes, that bave
confiderably [welled beyond my fird intentions.
Whether I bave difcharged myfelf berein to the
Jatisfaction of the reader, I know not 5 but fure
I am, I bave endeavoured what I propounded
impartially 5 and if I bave been neciffarily obli-
ged 10 mention fome things which [eem to expofe
the praflice and conduél of jome, otierwife excel-
lent men, and fuch who bave f[uffered nobly in
the caufe of Chrifty it is only the barbarity cf
their aflions, not their perfons, nor profeffions,
is thereby intended.

HOW-
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HOW EV ER, notwithffanding all the pow-
erful or politic attempts of men, I hope the reader
bas found, in the Englith Baptifts, a piety
aflive and zealous, fhining through the blackeft
clouds of malice and cruelty 5 afflicted innocence
triumphant 5 a patience unconquerable under the
Sierceft perfecutions 5 a charity truly catholic and
unlimited 5 a fimplicity and upright carriage in
all their tranfailions 5 a fobriety and temperance
remarkable to the admiration of their enemies.
And in fhort, the divine and holy precepts of the
Gofpel drawn down into action, and the moft ex-
cellent genius and [pirit of the Chriftian religion
breathing in the bearts and lives of the Englifh
Baptifts. And I bope be bas feen alfo a real and
evident confutation of thofe fenfelefs and abfurd
calumnies that have from time to time, very un-
Jufly, becn faftened upon them.

TO fuffer perfecution bas not been the lot of
the Englith Baptifts only, but the Primitive
Baptifts bad 1he like meafure meted unto them.
The learned Dr. Cave tells us *, < That the Chri-
¢ Rian religion, at its firft appearance in the
world, was likely to engage its followers in
miferies and fufferings, could not be unknown
to any that confidered the nature of its dofirine,
and the tendency of its defigns. The feverity
of its precepts, Jo direclly oppofite to the cor-
riupt and vicicus inclinations of men 3 the pu-
ity of its worfhip fo flatlv contrary to the loofe
and obfcenc vites and folemnities of the bea-
thensy its abfolute inconfiftency with thofe re-
ligions, which bad obtained for fo many ages,
which then bad fuch firm poffeffion of the minds
of mecn, and all the powers and policies of the

L T N S S N I T W B )
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* Primitive Chriftianity, 2. 319. i
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world to fecure and back them, could not pro-
phefy to it any kind of welcome entertainment.
This fe&, for fo they called it, was every
where not only [poken, but fought againft.
For fince men bave a natural veneration for
antiquity, and efpecially in matters of religion,
they thought themfelves concerned to defend
that way which bad been conveyed to them from
their ancefors, and to fet themfelves with
might and main againft whatever might oppofe
ity efpecially the great onmes of thofe times s
and tbe Roman emperors made it their mafter
defign, to opprefs and fifle this infant religion,
and to banifh it out of the world. Hence thofe
imperial orders that were daily fent abroad
into all parts of the empire, to command and
impower their governors, to ruin and deftroy
the Chriftians 5 of which, that we may the
better apprebend the form of them, it may not
be amifs to fet down one or two of them out of
the afls of the Martyrs. This following was
agreed upon, both by the emperors and the
whole fenate of Rome.
¢ DECIUS and Valerian emperors, tri-
umphers. conquerors, auguft, pious, together
with the whole [enate, by common confent de-
creed thus. Whereas we have received the
gifts and bleffings of the Gods, by whom we
enfoy viclory over our enemies, as alfo tempe-
rate [eafons, and fraits in great plenty and
abundance y fince we bave found them our
great benefaltors, and to fupply us with thofe
things that are univerfally beneficial to all,
We therefore unanimoufly decree, That all or-
ders of Men, as well children as fervants, [ol-
diers as private perfons, fball offer [acrifices
to the Gods, doing reverence and fupplication
a2 ‘1o
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to themy and if any fball dare to violate our
divine order, thus unanimoufly agreed upom,
we command, that be be caft into prifon, and
afterwards expofed to feveral kinds of tor-
ments. If by this means be be reclaimed, be
nay expet no mean bonours fromus s but if be
fhall peifift contumacious, after many tortures,
let bim be bekeaded, or thrown into the fea, or
caft out to be devoured by dogs, and birds of
prey.  But efvecially, if there be any found of
the religion of the Chriftians, As for thofe
that obey our decrees, they jhall receive great
konours and rewards from us. So bappily fare
ye well,

« TO this, [ays the d.élor, we may add that
¢ fhort refeript of Valerian.

¢ VALERIAN the emperor, to the mini-
< frers and governors of provinces. We under-
< fland, that the precept of the laws are violated
< by thofe, who in thefe days call themfelves
* Chriftians. herefore we will, that appre-
¢ bending them, unlefs they facrifice to our Gods,
¢ you expofe them to diverfe kinds of punifbments 5
¢ that fo, both juftice may bave place without
¢ delay, and vergeance, in cutting off impieties,
¢ baving attained its end, may proceed no fur-
¢ ther?

THAT thefe primitive Chriftians were Bap-
tifts 75 abundanily verified in the writings of the
Padobaptifts themfelves. I [ball inflance bere
awhat I have before me from Dr. Cave, a perfon
zealous enough for infant baptifm, He acknow-
ledges, upon wery juft grounds™, < That thofe
¢ who made up the body of the baptized in thofe
¢ days, were adult perfons, who flocking over

"~ " L] " ~ -« ~ .- - 'S o~ - ~ ~

* Primitive Chriftianity, 2. 194. Jail
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¢ daily, ingreat numbers, to the faith of Chrift,
¢ were received in at this door. That at * firf}
¢ all times were alike, and perfons were bap-
¢ tized as opportunity and occafion [erved. That
€ the place where this [olemn aélion was perform-
 ed was at firfk unlimited; any place where
there was watery in ponds and lakes, at
Jprings or rivers. That the party T to be bap-
tized was wholly immerged, or put under wa-
ter, which, fays he, was the almoft conftant,
and univer(al cuftom of thofe times.

TO which the learned Dr. Whitby agrees 3
and when attempting to reconcile Proteftants to
unite, be pleads for fome condefcenfions to Dif-
fenters in things indifferent, and unnecefJary for
the [ake of peace. Having made fome inferences
to the purpofe on the fide of the eftablifbed church,
be proceeds thus. * And on the other fide, fays
¢ be ||, if notwithfanding the evidence produced,
¢ that baptifm by immerfion is fuitable both to
the infitution of our Lord and bis apoftles,
and was by them ordained to reprefent our bu-
rial with Chrift, and fo our dying unto fin,
and our conformity to bis refurreition by new-
nefs of life s as the apoftle clearly doth main-
tan the meaning of that rite. I [ay, if not-
withflanding this, all our Diffenters ** do
agree to f{prinkle the baptized infant, why
may they not as well fubmit to the fignificant
ceremonies impofed by our church ¢ For fince it
is as lawful toadd unto Chriff’s infiitutions
a [ignificant ceremony, as to diminith a figni-
Jficant ceremony, which be or bis apoftles infti-

~ ~ & &
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* Primitive Chriftianity, p. 198.

+ Pag. 203.

| Protelt. Recon. p.289.

®* Of the Padobaptift perfuafion I fuppofe be meant.
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¢ tuted, and ufe another in its fead, which they
¢ did never inftitute. What reafon can they
¢ bave to do the latier, and yet refufe fubmiffion
¢ 10 the former ? And, why fbould not the peace
¢ and union of the church, be as prevailing with
¢ them 1o perform the one, as is their mercy to
¢ the infants body to neglet the other 2°

INCONSTESTIBLE arguing! Let the
diffenting Padobaptifts reply to it if they can.
I verily perfuade myfelf, could the Englifh Bap-
titts be brought to believe it lawful, to diminith
this fignificant ceremony, which Chrift inflituted,
and his apoftles praftifed, the controver(y be-
tween them and the eftablifbed church, in other
points, would foon be ended. But as they bave
more folid grounds for their feparation, and
bave not been wanting, in a friendly and chri-
Jtian manner to exhibit them, I fball, to avoid
multiplicity, fix only upon thofe, being fbort, and
much 1o the purpofe, publifbed by the reverend
Mr. Tho. Grantham, an excellent apologift for
the baptized churches in England, whbich are
as followeth,

AN
APOLOGY
FOR THE
Baptized Believers, .
PRESENTED
To all pions and well difpofed Chriftians in the
church of ENGLAND.

SECT. L

Honoured and beloved brethren,

T O prevent a miftake, ard to remove an
afperfion too frequently caft upon us, be pleafed
10 know, that the’ we differ from you and others,

in
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in fome things relating to the confiitution and
government of a true church, yet we do not
therefore arrogate to ourfelves alone the Chri-
Sian name, nor exalt ourfelves in our imagina-
tions above others, but do believe and hope, that
the number of the [aved ones will be gathered
out of all forts of Chriftians, who beartily love
God, and our Lord Fefus Chrift, and live bolily
and charitably among men, tho' they be diver-
JSified in refpei of ceremonies, by reafon of the
place and government where they live. Yea,
we bave charity for all men, who are faitbful
to the means of grace afforded them, bow finall
Soever 5 knowing, that our God delights in mer-
¢y, and does not exall the utmoft faribing of any
man.

BUT for all this, as it is certain there bath
been abundance of errors introduced among Chri-
Jans, fo it bas pleafed God to raife up a people
fHill to tepify againft them; the memories of
whom are bleffed, tho they were frequently
perfecused. So we believe it a duty incumbent
upon us, to bear our teftimony to what truth we
know, and not to partake with any in their bye
paths in life or religion, and yet endeavour, as
much as in us lieth, after unity and concord with
all that fear God, and own the Chrifian pro-

effion.

T O which purpofe we have bumbly propofed,
what we thought concerned us, in order to a
better underfanding and compliance, in our
Friendly epiftle to the bifhops and minifters of
the church of England, publifped fome years
ago, but bas not been publicly taken notice of,
till lately one Mr. Taylor, a perfon of worth
for his integrity and zeal for the Proteftant
interefty and for his gemtle difpofition towards

a4 Juch
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Juch as fear God, tho’ differing from bim in the
cafe of ceremonies.

IT hath pleafed bim, I [ay, to take notice of
our faid epiltle, and to offer fomething in order
to a compofure of differences, which, I confefs
with kim, 10 be a thing greatly to be defired.
But then be is pleafed to fbew us nothing of mi-
tigaticn, or kopes of the removal of the things
which kath occafioned our difunion s but does
rather wholly charge the caufe of divifion upon
us, and fuppofes our differences about baptifm fo
be the chief caufe of our diffenting from the church
of England.

BUT tho this is, indeed, a matter of great
gmportance, becaufc true baptifm is antecedent
to ckurch communiony yet, that which is great-
er in our juagment, is, that cpen profanenefs,
which, God knows, reigns erd rages in the
church of England 3 and therewithal, the utter
negleci of difcipline to reform thafe iniquities s
and alfo, that perfecuting [pirit, which appears
even in tco many of the guides cf the church, by
whofe cruelty our fufferings bave been much aug-
mented.

FOR thefe caufes we have thought ourfelves
concerned to make this our Chriftian apology,
in which we crave leave to ufc ika: freedom of
Jpeech which the matters depending do require.
And yet, feeing we muft ackrowledge, that we
are not infallible, as neither does the church of
England pretend fo to be, we fhell [peck under
correltion, and by the belp of God, with refolu-
tion to fubmit to a clear convifiion, f, indeed,
it fhall appear, that the things wherein we dif-
Jent, are juftifiable on the part of ibe church of
England ; but till this be done, it would be hy-
pocrify, and bafenefs in us, to vielate onr con-

Jeiences
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Jeiences in things pertainiug to religion, to ob-
tain favour from men; for if we fhould fo Gali
pleafe men we fhould not be the fervants of 1o
Chrift. And we do the rather defire to be beard

at this time, partly, for that Mr. Taylor is
pleafed 1o impute folly to us, in [eparating
from the church of England, becaufe we allow
of moft of the thirty nine articles; but efpecially
being thereunto required by fome of eminency,
and great authority in the church of England,
who alfo told us, that unlefs we could foew, that
the church of England does hold fome error in
point of faithy or that fbe does praflife fome-
thing in ber religion which is finful, we cannot
Jupify our feparation from her. And, whether
we be able in this wife to vindicate our prefent
feparation, is the bufinefs, which we pray, may be
Jerioufly confidered.

SECT. IIL
A BRIEF account of the reafons, why the

baptized believers cannot conform to the ce-
remonies of the church of England.

RESERVING all due bonour to the church
of England, /o far as fbe bolds the truth in the
thirty nine articles, and as fhe is a good fortrefs
againfk much popith fuperfition and idolatry,
we fhall bumbly make our objeitions in three par-
ticulars.

1. CONCER NING infant-baptifm,

2. CONCER NING ber difcipline.

3. CONCERNING ber impofing of cerc-
monies.

FROM all which we think we may fafely
argue thus,

T
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IT is lawful, juf, and needful, to maintain a
prudent and friendly {eparation, from fuch a
church as does believe, bold, and maintain fuch
ibings, as are evidently, and aftually defiructive
of that Chriftian liberty wherewith Chrift bath
made bis churches free 5 and of that facred bap-
tifm, and holy difcipline, which Chbrift ordained
20 continue in all churches to the end of the world.

BUT the church of England does believe,
bold, and maintain, fuch things as are evidently,
and aftually defirutive of that Chriftian liberty,
wherewith Chrift bath made his churches free s
and of that facred baptifm, and holy difcipline,
which Chrift ordained to continue in all churches to
the end of the world,

Ergo, IT is lawful, juf, and needful to main-
tain, a prudent, and friendly feparation from the
church of England, in ber prefent parochial confti-
tution. Suppofing the major is not to be denicd by
any Chriftian, we fball endeavour to make geod
the minor.

T O begin with facred baptifm. 1t is evident
from the Scripture, and parily from the confeffion
of the church of England ; that the things pre-
requifite to baptifm, on the part of cvery one,
who is 10 be joined with the church militant, or to
be baptized, are thefe. 1. They ought to have
ihe Gofpel preacked, or fome way made knvwn to
them. 2. Tobelicve the Gofpel. 3. To repent of
Sin.  And, 4. Willingly to put on Chrift in bap-
tifm. Or to exprefs it in fhort, They are firt to
bz dead with Chrift 5 and then, {econdly, to be
buried with Chrift by baptifm.

NOW, that the church of England does bold
Juch things as are evidently, and aftually deftri-
Give of this baptilmy, may, in our juagment, be
thus proved :

1. SHE
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1. SHE believes, bolds, and dues teach others
1o hold, 1hat all, or the very moft of her church
members, are regencrale, without bearing the word
of God, without faith, without repentance, or tny
knowledge of God 5 and fo belioves what neithet
we, nor any body elfe, can underftand to be true
and errs in faith.

2. YET fhe does not belicve, that her mem-
bers are regenerate at all, till fbe crofs or {prinkle
them with water 3 neither does fhe know, becaufe
Jbe bas no grournd to believe, that infants are
thereby made anew, fo as to become the children of
God, and beirs of beavens and believing this
without poffibility ordinarily 1o know it 1o be true,
Jbe errs in faith,

3. SHE believes and maintains, that thofe
ought to be baptized, whom fbe knows do not, can-
not believe, nor repent, nor in any meafure know
God, nor any duty of religion, and berein fbe errs,
as we conceive, concerning faith,

4. SHE believes and maintains, that {ponters
do believe and repent for infants, or that infants
do perform faith and repentance by their {ponfors,
and believing thefe things, and leaching ber youth
lo believe them, without any ground from the
word of God, fhe believes amifs, or errs in
faith.

5. SHE belds, that perfons may be lawfully
baptized when they are afleep, and does atiually
pretend 1o baptize infants when they are alleep
which we think verily muft needs be a very great
error, both in faith and practice.

6. S HE believes, holds, and maintains, that
croffing o7 {prinkling is a lawful way of bapti-
zing, when, indeed, it is no baptizing at all 3
infomuch as thofe that ufe that mode dare not
fpeak as they aft, I fprinkle thee in the name,

&e.
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&c. their confcience bearing them witnefs, that the
facred alt of baptizing in the name, &c. cannot
be expreffed by the word {prinkling. They there-
fore believing what they know is not true in this
matter, muft needs err in faith, as well as in their
practice. And this error bas in a manner de-
firoyed the way of baptizing ufed by John the Bap-
tift, Chrift and bis apoftles.

7. THUS, tho’ we grant, that the church of
England is no lefs zealous for the dofirine of bap-
tifm than ourfelves, yet it is apparent to us, that
fbe bas accidentally lof this boly ordinance, both in
r2fpedt of the fubjeCt and manner of it, and in the
due ufe and end of it, which was not appointed,
nor fitted to receive new born infants into the church
militant.  And by this unwarrantable change, fbe
bas defaced the flate, and loft the praife of a true
church, becaufe fbe bas not kept this ordinance as it
was delivered by Chrift and bis apoftles, but rather
Jupprefled it, and much oppreffed thofe that labour
to reflore it to its due ufe and praflice in all
churches 5 which is a great aggravation of all thefe
ber errors in faith and praltice concerning fa-
cred baptifm,

SECT. III
Concerning Difcipline.

W HAT manner of difcipline the church of
Chrift ought to obferve, is fufficiently declared
Matth. xviii. 1 Cor. v. 2 Thefl iii. Tit. iii.
and other places.  And it is very well expreffed by
a minifter of the church of England, in bis de-
fence of the thirty nine articles of the church of
England in thefe words : The manner of procecding
in excommunication, s, firfl, by gentle admoni-
tion, and that once or twice, given with the [pi-

rit
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rit of mecknefs, even as a brother, if the fauit be
not notorioufly known 5 and next by open repreben-
fion's afterwards by public cenfure of the church,
to put bim from the company of the faithful, to deli-
wer bim to Satan, to denounce bim a beathen, and a
publican, if no admonition will [erve, and the crimes
and perfons be very offenfive. Thus be, and to this
difcipline we can beartily fubfcribe 5 it being, in-
deed, the very fame which is religioufly obferved by
the baptized believers in this age and nation.
BUT where now, fball this difcipline be found
in the church of England 2 Does anmy one affembly
or court of the church of England obferve 12?7 Or
does fbe not praciice that in her courts, which is
too evidently deftrutiive of it? For fo far a5 we
can underftand, inflead of this brotherly admoni-
tion, men are clandeflinely prefented, and accufed,
and often excommunicated for they know not what.
What man is now taught, or bound by any order
of the church England, that in cafe bis brother
trefpafs againft bim, by defaming bis reputation,
offering injury to bis perfon, or by wronging him
in bis lubftance, 1o take that brotherly courfe, pre-

Xiti

Jeribed to all Chriftians 2 Or if be would take this Matth.
courfe, what congregation is impowered or allowed xviii.

to bear or determine the [trife s as fin is in fuch
cafes commitied againft God 2 We fee not bow it is
poffible for the offended, to do bis duty in an or~
derly way to the offender 5 if be go about it, be
Sball probably be derided, both by teacher and peo-
ple s fo far is be from obtaining juftice, againft the
offender, in any congregation of the church of
England, becaufe the auncient difcipline is an un-
known thing to the people generally,  And for want
of this Chriftian government are men continually
expofed to fuits and troubles in courts of law, where-
in the peor can bave fmall belp, as it is written,

If
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If thou feeft the poor to be opprefled ——— mar-
vel not —— for one great man keepeth touch
with another, and the mighty men are in au-
thority over the poor.

3. BUT that which is more grievouss we do not
Jee, that open profanenefs, can be met with,or fup-
prefled by your difcipline.  For fuppofe a man be
given to fwearing, lying, drunkennefs, and lafci-
vious talking, as, God knows, a great mumber of
the meinbers of the church of England are known
to be fuch 5 your difcipline feems to have no power
in fuch cafes 5 for, thus [aith one of your minifters,
twho minds canon 109! that probibits common
Jwearers, common drunkards, notorioys whore-
mafters, and whores, &c. from the bleffed [acra-
crament of the Lord’s fupper 2 Do not even Bi-
Sbops bear men fwear a thoufand oaths, and either
do not, or dare not ufz any difcipline againft them?
But now, if a good man do not fiand up, and bow
20 the altar at the name of Jefus, when the Creed
is read : becanfe be dares not pay greater reverence
in a religious way to any writing, than be pays to
the boly [criptures.  If be dares not ufe the fign of
the crofs in baptifm, nor [prinkle bis child, &c.
then [ball be be profecuted as a great finner, caft to
the devil, and laid in prifon 5 yea, be is [entenced
already s for in canon 6 thus we read, Whofocver
Shall affirm, that the rites and ceremonies of the church
of England are — fuperflitious, or — fuch as men
who are zealoufly and godlily affeéted, may not with
any good confeience approve them, ufe them, or as
occafion requireth, [ubferibe unto them s let him
be excommunicated, ipfo facto, and not reftored,
until he repent, and publickly revoke, fuch bis
wicked Errors.

4. THUS, as we conceive, the difcipline of
righteoufnefs, mercy, and charity, eftablifbed by

Chrift,
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Chrift, islaid afide. and a mercenary court [et up,
bolding the traditions of men, inftead of Chriff’s
inflitutions, in ecclefiaftical government s who alfo
live voluptuoufly upon the fins of the people. But
as for the reformation of evil manners, or the ma-
king peace and concord, alas! It is not fought for,
nor indeed expelied from thefe courts. And as the
reverend Grofthead faid at Rome, when be faw
all things ruled by money 5 fo may I [ay of the courts
under confideration. O money, money, whaé
wilt thou not do there? As for the opprobrious
language, probibited by the canon, we think it un-
comely for any to ufe it, tho’ we diffent from the
ceremonies themfelves.

SECT IV.
Concerning the impofing of ceremonies.

1. AL L divine ceremonies ordained by Chriff,
or his apofiles, we reverence, and religioufly ob-
ferve and keep, as they were delivered.

2. TH AT any church fince their days, bath juft
power to make and ordain divine ceremonies, fo
be any neceffary parts of the worfbip of God, we
fee no ground to believe s much lefs, that fuch cere-
monies may lawfully be impofed, under pain of
excommunication, baxnifbment, imprifoument, lojs
of eftate, and life. For tho’ it is certain, God
bas given power to the rulers of this world 1o
make, change, or difannul latos in point of civil
government 5 yel we belicve all the power on earth
cannot make one inftituie or divine ceremony ix re-
ligion.  And therefore we cannot but think, the
church of England erred from the rule of righte-
oufnefs, in decreeing rites and ceremonies, which
God bas not commanded,

3. FOR
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3. FOR when we fee bow [harply fome were
reprebended by St. Paul, for bringing the chriftian
cburches in Galatia, under [ome legal ceremonies,
which once bad a divine original, and ufe in the
church of God, as invaders of the liberty, where-
with Chrift had made them free; awverring alfo,
that if they were fubject to them, Chrift thould
profit them nothing. e can fec no ground to
Jree the proteftants from fin, who either take up
Jeripturelefs ceremonies from the papifts, or in-
vent ceremonies themfelves 5 but leaft of all when
they force men, will they, nill they, to conform to
Juch ceremonies, or elfe to be ejeited and delive-
red up te Satan. Aud [urely it was very unreafo-
nable, for ber L, 7sps 1o confent 1o a law, that
pious men, ouly diffenting iu thefe things, from the
church of England, fbould be banithed, or elfe
hanged as felons, without benefit of the clergy.

4. BUT if it fhonld be [aid, that the ceremo-
nies of the church of England, as the {prinkling
of infants, the fign of the crofs in baptifm, bowing
1o the altar, to mame no more at prefent, are not
Sfinful 5 then bow fball we be ever able to reprove
a papift, for ufing holy water, bowing to the
image of Chrifi 2 &c. Certainly if we mufp fubmit
to the ceremonies of .b¢ church of England, in ber
prefent conflitution, we muft fubmit to theirs too,
where they have power on their fide to enforce them,
But be that fhall impartially confider, what a learn-
ed Proteftant bath faid, of the finfulnefs of that one
ceremony, of the fign of the crofs in baptifm, in
bis book intitled, Againft fymbolizing with An-
tichrift in ceremonies, will fee great caufe to avoid
touching with any fuch inventions, bowever ibey may
be fuppofed, to bave bad an harmlzfs ufe among
Chriftians at firft. But who fees not, ibat when

Juch ceremonies, bave got the reputation of religion
upon
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upon them, and are forced on by buman laws,
what incredible miferies they have brought upon
the Chriftian world 2 How bave they lorded it over
kings and kingdoms, over the eftases, liberties, and
lives of Chriftians 2 Who [ees not, that being thus
Jet up, they are fometimes more fet by than fincere
faith, and an bolylife 2 Asif all true religion, and
loyalty too, were only to be judged of according to
mens [ubmiffion to thofe human innovations. For
it is notorious, even in this our land, that let a
man but conform to all the ceremonies, be fball live
bonourably, let bis life be never fo debauched.
But let a man refufe thefe ceremonies, out of con-
Jeience to God, becaufe they are not from beaven,
then be is envy’s mark, let bis life be never fo juft
and barmlefs. Such effeits fbould lead us to confi-
der, what the caufes are. And becaufe we are
Jpeaking of ceremonies, we crave leave to enquire 3
what means the ceremony of the ring in marriage 2
Why are we forced not only to ufe it, but to ufe it,
in the name of the Fatber, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghofi 2 Tise church of England blames
the Papifts, for [aying, Marriage is a [acrament,
but fball we then make a facrament of aring 2 Sure
you make the ring as facred in marriage, as you
make the water in baptifm.  Such ufages as thefe,
we fear, give the Papifts too much aufe to ufe this
Jpeech. A Proteftant is but a Papift, fear’d out
of his wits.

IT is not then any thing of prejudice or obftinacy
which makes us to [fand off from the communion of
the church of England, but an unfeigned.defire to
Jerve God aright, and a godly fear, lgft by touching
with thofe unwritten traditions we fhould bring our
Jouls under guilt in the fight of God. Howbeit, if any
can convince us, that the church of England is ju-
Sifiable in thefe things, bere objected, we fball fu-

b Jpesd
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Jpeét our felves to be miftaken in other things, which
we bere mentior not.

NOW may it pleafe the God of beaven, to put it
into the bearis of the guides of the church o/ Eng-
land, to confider thefe things.

1. TH AT none of thefe ceremonics about which
we differ from them, are required of Chriftians in
1be holy Scriptures, and that therefore, 2. To en-
Sorce them by excommunication, and penal laws,
upon the coniciences of men, is more than God re-
quires of you, or any body elje. And fJurely, if the
making thefe things neceffary to our communion
were but removed, [othat things which are not de-
livered in the word of God, were loft at liberty, we
Jhould not fand at fo great a diftance from the
church of England, as now we do.  For tho’ we
are verily perfiaded, that thefe things objeiied
againft, byus, areerrors, and therefore prudently
1o be amended 5 yet, we believe the impofing of
them is a thoufand times more offcnfive in the
Jight of God, and more gricvous to the jouls of men
becauje, as we conceive, God’s authority is then
ufurped by man, and mens fear towards bim is
then taught by the precepts of men. And yet we
know, and indeed muft confefs, that many things, as
to the more conveniert performance of veligious fer-
vices in a church way are left to the prudence of the
church, guided therein by the general rules in the
word of God 5 and fome things alfo, which are not
of the effence of Chriftianity, will feem doubiful to
Jome and clear 1o others.  nd therefore there will
be a continual neceffity of bretberly forbearance one
towards another, in fome finlefs ceremonies 3 as
many things may be Jo efleemed whilft not made
the boundaries of communion, and forced upon Chri-
fians againft their confeiences.  For example, tho’
fitting be the moft fafe gefture ab the Lord’s table,

becanfe
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becaufe neaveft to Chriff’s example, yet, if any in
bumility, and of devotion to God, think it their
duty to receive kneeling, this furely cannot ju(tly
offend any Chriftian. And thus alfo, bowing at
the name of 7efu:, being left at lubfrty, when,
where, and upon what occafion to do it, need not
to offend any 5 tho’ it is apparent, fuch bowing is
not the meaning of the text Phil. ii. yo. And
the [ame may be [aid of well compofed pray-
erss [o that fBill fuch forms be ufed as a matter of
Chrifitan liberty, and not impofed by law as ne~
ceffary.

AND could things be managed with fuch mo~
deration (as certainly the flate of the inbabitants of
this land dogs much call for it) in a friendly and bro-
therly [pirit, *tis bop’d, our animofities would abate,
and charity would endzar all that are upright to-
wards God, one towards another, tho’ labouring
under many weaknefles, or dark circumflances.
But whilft one party flands up with a fword in their
band, or with power to thruft men into gaol, and
rifle their eftates, unlefs they will all fubmit to their
will and pleafure, not only without, but perbaps
in fome things againft the word of God (the pre-
tended rule to all Proteftants in matlers of religion)
this lays a necelfitv upon all, that are of noble, and
truly Chriftian [pirits, to teftify againft fuch cru-
elty, and unmanly proceedings, and to affert the
true Chriflian doétrine and liberty, and Chrift’s fo-
vereign autbority only, to make laws for bis church,
as fuch, altho’ for [o doz'lzg., they fuffer the lofs of all
things, which are dear to them in this world, and
therewithal, to fland off from the communion
of fuch unreafonable men, as bave not learned to
do to others, as they would bave others to do to
them, wunder their different opinions, when in a

fate of fubjeilicn to tbofe who differ from them.
Thus
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Thus much, briefly, of the reafons or caufes of our fe-
paration, fays Mr. Grantham,

1T bas not been the lot of the Baptifts only to
be flandered, and injurionfly charged as perfons of
irreligious principles, and {chifmatical. For, we
Jind that all parties, the Englith Baptifts except-
ed, when, and where-ever they bave been upper-
moft in gavernment, bave condemned {eparation,
in all others, from what was then eftablifbed, as
fchifmatical. = Thus the church of Rome, which
for many years was the eflablif’d church of bis
kingdom, charged the Reformation, and the efta-
blifoment therenpon with {chifm. And the re-
Sformers, and all the members of the church of Eng-
land, are flill deemed by them {chifmaticks. But
the Reformation bas been well defended by their
learned minifiry. The famous bifbop Bramhal
wrote a juft vindication of the church of Eng-
land from Schifm ; wberein be bas endeaveured
bo prove.

1.THAT every fudden, paffionate beat, or mifun-
derfianding, or fbhaking of charity among Chriftians,
tho’ it were even ameng the principal paflors of the
church, is net prefently Schifm.

2. THAT every premeditated clafbing of bi-
Shops or cburches, about points of docirine or dif-
cipline, long and refolutely maintained, is not pre-
fently criminous fchifm, fo long as they forbear to
cenfure, and condemn one another, and to expel
one another from their communion, and are ready
to fubmit to the determinations of a general councit,

3. THAT there maybe an aftual and crimi-
nous {feparation of churches, wbich formerly did
join in one and the [ame communion, and yet
the {eparators be innocent, and the perfons from
whom the feparation is made, be nocent, and
guilty of {chifm; becaufe they gave jufl caufe of fe-

paration
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paration frow them. It is not the {eparation, but
the caule, 1hat makes the Schijm.

4 TH AT to withdraw obedience from a parti- Pag. 11.
cular church, or from a lawful fuperior, is not
always criminous Schifm.

THEN be telis us, ihat {chifm fignifies a cri- Pag. 14,
minous fciffure, rent, or divifion in the church,
an ecclefiajircal fedition, like a mutiny in an army,
or a faition in a flate. And fhews, wherein in-
ternal and external communion of the Chriftian ca-
tholick church doth confifl s and proves, that ex-
ternal communion may be fufpended, and with-
drawn, there being not a neceffity of communicating
in-all externals 5 that the rules of prudence, nor the
laws of piety do oblige particular churches or Chrijfti-
ans to communicate in all opinions and praltices,
with thofe particular churches of Chriftians, with-
whom they bold catholick communion.

THE bifbop baving taken a view of the fuffici-
ciency and authority of the King, and church of
England to reform s be confiders what were the
true grounds of the feparation of tbe kingdom and
church of England from the court of Rome, and
whether in the [ubduliion or Jubfirafiion of their
obedience, or commuttion, they obferved due mode-
raion.

THE grounds, [aysbe, of their feparation were Pag. 129.
many.

Firft, THE intolerable extortions, and excef=-
five rapine of the court of Rome, committed-in
the realm by their Legates and Nuncio’s &c.
Their difpenfations of all Jorts —— senths, firft
[fraits, appeals, palls, and a thoufand other arti-
Siéés to get money.

“THE fecond ground e were their moft un- Pag. 134

Juft ufurpations, and daily emcroachments, in.
trenchments, and extreme violations of all forts of

b 3 righls



xx1i

Pag. 145,

The Preface.

rights, civil and eccefiaftical, facred and pro-
ane.

THE third ground — becaufe they found by
experience, that fuch foreign jurzfdzﬁian, Jo exerci-
Jeds was defiruttive to the right ends of ecclefiafti-
cal difcipline, which is in part to preferve publick
peace and tranquillity 5 1o retain fubjells in due
obedience, and to oblige people to do their duties
more confcientionfly.

Pag. 147. THE fourth ground — they muft bave been

daily fubjest to bave bad new creeds, and new
articles of faith obtruded upon them. They muft
bave been daily expofed to manifold and manifeft
peril of Idolatry, and finning againfp God, and
their own confciences,

FROM the juftnefs of their grounds the bi-
Shop proceeds to confider, the moderation of the En-
glith reformers, in the manner of their feparation,
and fays, They did not deny the being of any church
whalfoever, Roman, or others, nor poffibility of
Jalvation in them 5 efpecially fuch as hold firmly
the Apofiles creed, and the faith of the four firft
general councils,

2. AS our feparation is from their errors, not
from their churches, fo we do it with as much in-
ward charity, and moderation of our affeitions, as
we can pofibly 5 willingly indeed, in refpefl of
their errors, and efpecially their tyrannical ex-
altions and ufurpations s but unwillingly, and
with reluctation in refpeit of their perfons, and
much more in refpect of our common Saviour.

3. WE do not arrogate to ourfelves, either a
new church, or a new religion, or new holy or-
ders, for then we muft produce new miracles, new
revelations, and new cloven tongues for our jufti-
JSication.

Lattly,



The Preface.

Lattly, WE are ready, in the preparation of
our miids, to believe and pradlife whatfoever the
the catholick church, even of this prefent age, doth
univerfally, and unanimoufly belizve and pracife.
Quod z2pud multos unum invenitur, non eft er-
ratum, fed traditum. Awnd tho® it be neither
lawful, nor poffible for us to bold aftual communion,
with all forts of Chriftians in ali things 5 wherein
tbey vary from the truth s yel even in thofe things
we bold a tommunion with them in our defires,
longing for their converfion and reunion with us in
truth.

NOTWITHST ANDING this, the church
of England not only fixed the like charge on the
Proteftant Diffenters in general, but procured a
law againft them, intitled, An a& to prevent
the growth of fchifm. While the bill was de-
penaing in parliament, and before the [ame paf-
[ed into a law, the Diflenters publifbed, their
humble fupplication to ber Majefty Queen Anne,
in relation to the faid bill, reprefenting to ber Ma-
Jelty, That however they were flandered and inju-
rioufly charged as {chifmatical 5 yet they were a
body of ber [ubjells, who claimed the titles of Chri-
ftians and Proteltants; and as fuch, hoped for a
Jhbare in ber zeal, for propagating, and protefling
the true religion.  And that they were Chriftians
of the [ame orthodox faith, aud of the fame univerfal
catholick church of God, of which ber Majz/ty always
profefled ber [elf a member, and of which the church
of England, is declaréd 10 be a branch. That
1bey were the fame with the faid church of Eng-
land in all do&rinal articles, and in every prin-
ciple effential 1o the life of a Chriftian, and nect|Ja-
ry to [alvation, having figned and fubfirib.d to eve-
ry one of the doftrinal articles of the contffion of
faith of the faid church of Englind, aud 10 all

b4 ths
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the other articles of the [aid church, except two
only, wbhich two being allowed, and acknowledg’d,
even by the church herfelf, and by the laws of
this land, not to be effential to [aivation 5 or that
the declining the Jame amounts to any breaking off
from tbe unity of the faith, by which Chriftians
are incorporated into Chrift, the bead of the univer-
fal catholick church s or from that love, unity, and
charity of Chriflians, by which all the members of
that great body are united to one another 5 and there-
upon have been declared to be no {chifmaticks as
they are malicioufly reprefented 10 ber Majefty to be,
by their enemies.  And with all bumility they infift
in their claim, of being received among the reft of ber
Majefties fubjecls profeffing the fame Chriftian reli-
gion with them, and of being acknowledged as
true and orthodox Chriftians by them, and by ber
Majefty.  Becaufe to their great comfort they bave
been, asof right they ought 1o be, frequently decla-
red to be fuch, as wel] by ber Majefty, and ber
glorious predeceffrs, as aljo by and with the united
concurrence of the Lords {plritual, as well as tem-
poral and commons of this realm, affembled in
parliament, who bave [olemnly pronounced, and
enafied, that we, the Diflenters aforefaid, are
no {chifmaticks.

BUT when 1he Prefbyterians bad the afcendant,
andwere the eftablifbed church of thefe realms, then
their learned miniftry let us know, that all others
who [eparated from them, were, and ought to be,
trealed as fchifmaticks.

THUS the learned Dr. Cornelius Burgefs, in
bis {fermon before the boufe of commons, March
30. 1642, [peaking to them. < Do you not, [ays
« be, [ee or bear daily of the diforders, [efls,
< rents, and {chifms, that every where bud forth

¢ already, and tkreaten all order, unity, and go-
¢ wvernmeni 2°
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¢ wernment 2> And be attempls to illuftrate by a
Sfamiliar fimile, the dangerous confequence of fepa-
IatiO ¢« For, [ays be, give the water but a paf«

¢ jage, witbout making up the banks, and you
¢ know bow joon whole feas will break in upon us,
¢ and render all irvecoverable and incuravic, I
¢ one difficulty occur to day, ’twill be doubled, yea,
¢ multiplied 1o morrow, There is no Hydra, fo
¢ fertile of beads, as error and {chifim, grown to
¢ Jome jircizgth and maturity s #8 will afk but a
¢ fbort time of connivance s afic ruards, there will
¢ feno cur(wa nor fhaming of it

THE f(l?’nOZ{.) Dr. Calamy, in bis fermon be-
fore the Lord mayor, Jan. 14, 1645. inveighing
againft a toleration, prompits the magiftrates lto
uje thal pewer that God had given them in fup-
preﬁng Separatifts, as far as they were able, that
shey might not be accounted acceffary 1o t/Jem, by
their fupine neglec? in this, the caufe of Ged. < For, Rom. xiii.
¢ fays be, you are the minifters of God for good, 4-
¢ and revengers, to execute wrath upon them
< that do evil. And God bath deputed you, for
¢ the punifhment of evil doers, and for the
¢ praife of them that do well. Doth not God
¢ prophefy, fays be, That Kings fhall be our 15 5y
¢ nurfing fathers, and Queens our nurfing mo- 23.
¢ thers? And bow can a Chriftian magiftrate
¢ difcharge that duty as be ought, if be bath not
¢ power from God to punifb thofe, that would
¢ poifon the fouls of bis weak children with berefies,
¢ and foul defiroying opinions’ He procecds with
branding {eparation, with almoft all the ignominies
that tongue can exprefs s and in bis conclufion of
this topick, thus queries. ¢ Shall not the chicf
¢ magifirate of a kingdom bave power to rut cut
¢ of bis kingdom, at leaft fbut out from deins burt,
“ one that 15 bis fubjec? and polluted witl balph--

Cor,
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¢ mous, heretical, idolatrieal opinions? Is nct the
¢ kingdom the magifirates boufe and family 2° and
much more to the fame purpofe.

The author of {chifm tried and condemned, makes
this remarkon this celebrated gentleman’s zeal againft
the Separatifts. < One thing, [ays be, I muft con-
¢ fefs, [eems to me to be very odd; that be that
¢ bad fo lately prompted the pulling doton the church
¢ of England, and deftroying regal government,
¢ fbould mow make ufe of Ifaiah’s propbecy, that
¢ kings fhould be our nurfing fathers, and
¢ queens our nurfing mothers, 1o induce the peo-
¢ ple 1o obedience to the government then in being,
¢ and the magifirate to execule laws that were
¢ made diametrically oppofite to kingly government.
¢ Sure, adds be, be might bave found out a text of
¢ feripture lefs refleting upon the then efiablifb-
ment 5 and, no doubt, would if be bad not lain
under a violent iranfport of paffion, in regard
10 the intolerable fin, as be calls it, of countenan-
cing feparation. But wbilber is it, fome mens
zeal will not carry them, in the moft erroncous
opinions, even to the making the mof} imperti-
< ment feriptural quotations ?°

THO’ many inftances might be produced to
the (ame purpofes vet I fball add but one more,
and that is, from the famous Mr. Richard Bax-
ter, who in his epiftle to feparate congregations,
thus delivers bimfelf. ¢ From diverfity in opini-
< ons, and external rites, refulted diflike 5 thence
enmily; thence oppofition s thence fchifm in church
and fedition in ftate. The fate not flanding fe-
cure without the church, nor the church without
unity, nor unity wilbou! uniformity, Confider
thisy *tis the judgment of fome, that thoufands
are gone to bell, and ten thoufands upon their
march thither 5 that in all probability, bhad never

¢ come
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¢ come there, if they bad not been tempted from
S the parifl churches for the enjoyment of commu-
¢ nion in a purer church.

¢ VERY fine, Mr Baxter, Jays the aforemen- Pag. 18.
tioned author, of {chifm tried and condemned.
Can you damn thoufands, and ten thoufands s
Jome already gone, and others in the high road
10 Lelly for {eparating from your ufurpation, un-
der the pretext of greater purity in preacbing
and prayer; and could you refufe to join your
Jelf to the epifcopal church of England, when in
its flourifbing eftate, from the [ame plea? Can
you be angry with thofe that are guilty of the
¢ fame fin with yourfelf 2°

THUS the pretenfions of defigning men, who
brand others as [chifnaticks, and call themfelves
the church, wufurp authority over the confciences of
others.  But bis grace the late archbifbop of Can-
terbury, ¢ accounts it a meannefs of fpirit to defert
¢ the truth, or be afraid to own it, tho> never fo
¢ much clamoured againfi by ignorant or defigning
¢ men*’

THIS flale and deceitful cry of Schifm then,
is mothing elfe but a departure from the way of
thinking eftablifbed by law, and an adberence to
truth, as it appears, and not, as it is reprefented,
by buman authority 5 and fo is not only barmlefs,
but moft commendable s notwithfianding it is gene-
rally fixed upon all fuch, as do not come up to the
political model of a national church, to0® of that
church which is from above, they be fincere be-
lievers, and are perfons of unblemijbed lives.

¢ BY the loofe and random ufe of this term [ ichijm] Ibid.
¢ Jays the author, of RefleCtions on the manage-
¢ ment of fome late party difputes &c. 1izis
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manifeft, that wery few fix any determinate

-meaning thereunto, and thofe who are moft

eager in the charge feem quite unacquainted
with the controverfies from whence it arifes 3
and therefore they throw it about amongft all
they do not like, for no other reafon, but as it ap-
pears to carry in it Jomething of reproach; fo
that wherefoever we find it, it feldom goes for
any other than a mark of ill nature or malice, and
1s entirely deftitute of any other fignification but a
diflike of the perfons upon whom it is charged.
Thofe who at all concern themjelves in meanings,
underfiand by it, a groundlefs rent or {eparation,
Sfrom fome relizious fociety, of which the {epara-
tifts were once members.  But then this is quite
out of the cafe of our national church, and the
Diffenters frow it, for there can be but wvery
few inftances given of any of them, who bave
ever ‘been in communion with the national
church, and therefore in this [enfe, it is notori-
oufly abfurd, 1o charge them with a {chifm, or
a feparation, where they never were members.
It bas learnedly and unanfwerably, [ays be, been
proved by Mr. Hales of Eaton, in bis tract
upon this fubjec?, that Schifm is a crime, charge-
able upon fuch perfons, who introdice into any
religious focietv or church, fuch innovations iu
malters of indifference, as may give offence to
to fome [crupulous confciences, who are forced to
wichdraw themfelves from their communion ra-
ther than comply with them. Which dofirine
bas often been improved to the turning the
charge of {chifm upon the church berfelf, for lay-
ing fo.much fivefs, and impofing fuch matters of
indifference upon ber communicants, as bave

¢ fbocked Jeveral fincere, and fcrupulous Chriftians,
¢ and caufed iheir diffention from ber, tho’ flill

$keep-
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keeping up 1o the fB7ifinefs of ber doclrines, and
modctking only their ecclefiaftical difeipline, and
the exiernals of worfbip as they think fomewbhat
more agreeable to apoftolical cuftoms, and the ge-
nius of that religion which they profefs.
 THE next meaning then, [ays be, which is Pag. zo.
moft likely to bold with this term, muft be, That
{chifm 45 4 noncompliance with, or a diflike of
the national church, as 1o its difcipline, and that
external form of worfhip, which bas been-contri-
ved and ordered by a lay authority. But this
can never be thought fufficient 1o juftify the bideous
out cries of the high clergy, who tie the {chifma-
ticks as fuch, down to perdition, and throw them
quite out of the reach of falvation. What authority
bas the author of Chriftianity, given to any par-
ticular community, or fet of men, to determine
things wot by bim prefcribed ;5 and emjoin their
obfervation abjolutely upon any other befides them-
Jelves 2 How do the iolent advocates of our na-
tional cburch prove their model more apofiolical,
and of divine original, than any other fociety of
Proteftants, who in thofe externals do fomewhat
differ from them 2 The Diflenters differ and fe-
perate from them upon nothing ihat is pretended
10 be of divine authority, but only upon what is
of a political aud civil nature, fuch as a man
may like or diflike, comply with or rejet, with-
out at all concerning bim, as a Chriftian, deftroy
bis peace with God, or endanger. bis bappinefs in
a future flate.  Shall they thenbe any otherwife
regarded but as madmen, and treated with the
utmoft contempt, who pretend to thunder out
curfes and anathema’s upon perfons equal to them,
if not fuperiour in faith and prafice, only be-
caufe they better approve of fome other difcipline,
and Jome other form of government ?°

« WERE
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¢ WERE it enquired into, whether the Dif-
< fenters do not come up to the church in fuch
© matters of belief, as are on all fides allowed to
¢ be eflential to Cirifianity itfelf 2 or, Whether
€ their lives and prallices are not as conform-
< able thereunto? The church would be fo far
¢ from getting by fuch a trial, that it is appa-
< rent, fbe maft fland condemned for giing off
¢ from fome of ber own articles, and thofz too,
¢ of the moft importance, which are to be found
< only amongft the Diflenters, particularly the
¢ feventecnth article?

THO 1he church of England loff ber fupe-
riority, yet when refor’d 1o ber former grandenr
and aunthority s by attempting an uniformity in
religion, [be wvery marowly efcaped an entire
overthrow from the Romith church.  Wearied
with the fedfafinefs, zeal, picty, and firm refo-
lution of the Diflenters, to fuffer the lufs of all
things, and even death itfelf, rather than be
compelled 1o worfbip God in fuch ways, as to
them f[eemed not to be of bis appointment. At
length the nobility and gentry of Frgland began
to fee, that wirile their eyes bhod been taken up,
with purfuing the leffer evils of {chifm in reli-
gion among Yroteftants, they bad, as the confe-
quence of fuch procecdings generally proves, in-
[enfibly fuffered ihe fecret encroachmerts of Rome
and of France, and opened a door to popery and
tyranny.

T H E patriots of the Proteftant intereft in
this naiion *, findisig the influcuce which French
and popith emiffaries bad on the king 5. and find-
ing the popith lords in the boufe always vigorous
to oppi> every thing which was for the advan-

& Ffay on the Hift. of Parties, .
cing
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cing the new meafures, ihey applied themfelves
to feveral methods, in order to weaken the po-
pith party. They could not yet obtain an ait to
prevent the popith lords fitting in the boufe ; ~but
the prefent cafe was to prevent popith gfficers in
the army, who were fo many, and bebaved fo info-
lently, that the army then encamped at Black-
heath, was called the Cut THROAT ARMY.

THE Earl of Shaftfbury, who till then bad
been one of the privy couzcily called the CABAL,
was the man who contrived, and brought in the
propofal, for a bill to difpoffefs thefe popith offi-
cers; and the title of the alt exprefled the mean-
ing and defign of its being brought in. The King,
the court, and all the popith and French intereft,
oppofed it with all their might 5 but the popular
terrory and the juft fear, the people were in
of a popith army, prevailed, and it paffed by a
great majority.  Neither did the King think fit
to oppofe himfelf to the fiream of the whole na-
tion, at that times there being then a great mony
bill depending in the boufe, for no lefs, than
1238750 L. which would have been loft.  So the
Bill pajfed 25 Carol. 11. and is intitled, Ana&
for preventing dangers which may arife from
popifh recufants.

THIS is the famous TEsT AcT, the pre-
amble to which is thus, oy prbinting tangerg
wohich map happen from popith veculants, and fop
quicting the mindg of big WajeCp’s good lubjeds.

THE uneafinefs of his Majejty’s good fubjeits.
was at that time manifeft, to be their fears of
the army and court being put inio the bands of
papifts; and the people who pufbed on the att,
were thofe very people who efpoufing liberty and
property, obtained, in contempt, from the court
party, the name of WHIGS.

THE
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THE court, with all poffible management
and art, oppofed this law, and endeavoured to a-
larm the Diflenters with their dangér from this
afl. Alderman Love, one of the reprefentatives
for the city of London, a man of unfpotted inte-
2rity, was privately [poken to, that ke might op-
pofe it on the bebalf of the Diffenters.  This, at
Jirfp, bad fome effeét on the people; but Mr.
Love fecing into the defgn, avoided it, and
would not meddle. On the other band, the per-
Jons who brought in the bill, affured the Diflen-
ters, there was no defign, to offer them any diftur-
bance, and that, if they defired it, they would
bring in another bill afterwards, to exempt them
from the penaltics of the [aid afl, reprefenting to
them at the fame time, that if they foruck in to
oppofe this att, the bill againft popery would be
loft, and both they and the church of England
Joould fall together, under the growiug milchiefs
arifing from the power of the papills in the court.

T H E Diflenters prevailed upon with thefe
arguments, and efpecially depending upon the
promifes of vhe churchmen, thatthe act bad no
wiew towards them, and fbould in no wife be
turned upon them, acquiefced, and to fave the
church of England facrificed themfelves and their
pofterity to the ingratitude of thofe that propofed
it to them.

IN this manner, and on this occafion, and
#o other, this a&t was palled, which is now be-
come fo much the favourite of a party, as to be
thought the great defence of the church of Eng-
lend.

BUT as the good providence of Gad sver-rules
all things, and bas promifed, That all things
fhall work together for the good of them that
fincerely love and fear him; fo I cannet. fee,

that
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that the Diflenters oF rather tbe Englifh Baptifts,
who ‘defire only their liberty to worfbip God, ac-
cording to their own confciences, have any rea-
Jon to be difcontented, under the ufe they bave
made of this al¥, which contrary to their promi-
Jesy they bave turned againft them, and to God
muft be accountable for it. - What are we depri-
ved of thereby 2 Only the riches, tke honours,
and grandeurs of this world which are but
Jnares and temptations, and fuch as are bardly
confiftent with a profeffed love to God, and a de-
Jire to follow bim in bis defpifed ways. The ho-
nours and grandeurs of this world, are but like
Unto bubbles the-children make with water and
Joap, wbhich at the firft blaf of wind are diffol-
Ved, and there remains nothing, but the water
of vexation, contempt, and utter neglefd. For
thofe who take ever fo litile complacency in the
honcurs and grandeurs of the world, offend God,
and rob bim of the bonour which appertains to
bim alone. To us belongs nothing but fear.
Therefore they who have received riches, nobi-
lity, great offices, or a fpirit above the vulgar,
ought to be more afraid than defirous of honour,
Jeeing all thefe favours and privileges which are
beftowed on us by the liberal hand of God, do
oblige us to more gratitude, to a life more per-
feét, and to a greater account to be made by us
becaufe, He to whom much is given, of him
much will be required. What blindngls of [pi-
rit then, is it for a Chriftian, to effecm bimfelf
bappy for being advanced to a troublefome and
difficult office 5 a burthen, which fometimes does
not afford leifure to eat and drink with eafe, and
which is worfe, not to mind the things which
concern bis own f[alvation. Is it not better to
be mean in this world, than to poffefs dignities

c or
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or officess to be oppreffed with the diffurbances
of them, and obliged to [o firict accounts in the
next as will not be eafy to clear. For who can
now a-days pleafe both God and men, feeing they
are [o contrary to one another. Chrift [aid, We
cannot ferve two mafters, without being um-
faithful to the one or 1o the other. He that isin
any office, fecular or ecclefiaftical, and defires to ds
juply, muft needs cither yicld to evil, or be hba-
ted of almaft every one 5 and withal, he can do
nothing alone, be muft needs be grieved, [ecing
evil bearing fway, and bimfelf not able to
binder it. Is it good then to wifb for offices,
honours, and greatnefs in this world 2 We are
taught, that having food and raiment, to be
therewith content. Therefore, when the filli-
tious Caleb Danvers tho’ never fo truly tells us,
it is a hardthip we lye under, that the Teft act
is not removed out of our ways let us regard
bim not 5 for be is & wolf, the® be may appear in
Jeeps clothing, and is only ading the part of bis
father, the Devil, who told our Lord and Mafter,
when be tempted bim to caft bimfelf down from the
pinacle of the temple, It is written, he fhall give
his angels charge concerning thee, and in their
hands they fhall bear thee up, left at any time thou
dath thy foot againft a ftone.  Is it not better to
content ouifelves (having our civil and religious
liberties fecured unto us) with the will and plea-
Sure of the flate, and be fubjeit to our governors,
Iike Chriftians, not only for wrath but for con-
{cience fake ; than to be enfnared by the ferpentine
counfels of fuch deccivers s who, whatever they
may pretend to, do hate us in their bearts, and
only wait for an opportunity to get the power in
their bands that they may defiroy us 2 But let
us refign ourfelves unto the good providence of

God,
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God, and defire only the honour of bis geace, which
will render us bappy in time, and thrd’ eternily.
*Tis in vain to pretend to any bappinefs without
this. Al other things are nothing but amufe-
ments and foolifb imaginations. God alone being
the center of our bappinefs, we can never reft
but in bim, nor find any other true bappinefs.
The poffeffion of all the honours in this world, can
never fatisfy bim who defires to be a member of

Chrift’s kingdom, which is not of this world.
INDEED fome there are, who efteem riches
an bappinefs, and therefore court great places to
obtain them: tho our Lord and mafter efieems them
an bindrance, to our [alvation, f[aying, That it
is eafier for a camel to go thro’ the eye of a nee-
dle, than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of heaven. Wkhat a folly is it then, for
Chriftians to bave the defire of poffeffing riches s
who when they bave acquired them are difquieted
with the care of keeping them, the fear of loofing
them, and the eagernefs of increafing them. For they
are, as one well obferved, of the nature of falt
water y the more we drink, the more we thirft s
and the more riches we bave, the more we defire,
and the lefs we are fatisfied with them. Our
Joul being divine, can never be filled nor fatisfied
with earthly metals. What a fupidity is it, for
us to-load ourfelves with a weight fo dangerous
and difficult 2 When this fhort life is nothing
but a fmall voyage, that leads to a happy or mi-
Jerable eternity. One grain of rightcoufnefs is
of more value than all the riches and honours of
this world, wbhich cannot belp us at the hour of
death, but rather torments our sinds in the ago-
nies thereof.  Strange [ottifbnefs and fupidity of
mind! When we cannot refign our felves to the
government and good providence of God, whko
c2 knews
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knowws what we bave need of, and our fucceffors
alfo, whodo ofien run to defirutlion, by the means
of the riches that are left them. But to return,

AS the werd {chifms fo alfo that of church,
bas been notorionfly abufed, and the weaknefs of
the people impofed upon by crafty priefts, who are
manifefily enemies both to the fate and to the
church of England, and who muft bave views
inconfifient with the common good. It is very
wnanifeft, their frruggles are not for any part of
that religion, which comes from above, and tends
to mend mens bearts and lives, but only for the
Jhowy pari of worfhip, and thofe forms which
gives the priefi a fuperiour regard. Secure them
but in thofe dignities and privileges, which
makes them powerful and formidable amongft
their neighbours, and the effentials of religion,
Jball never interrupt their repofe. There are
‘tnore pains taken, to prove their own commiffion
from heaven, and that they are embafadors from
Chrift, than to eftablifb the fundamental dofirines
of Chriftianity, and to iuflrul perfons in the fe-
wveral duties of life,

HAVE not thofe perfons in the church of
¥ngland, who bave moft adorned their religion,
by their learned writings and difcourfes, and by
their exemplary lives, been traduced and vilified
as falfe brethren, and exncinies to the church, only
becaufe they vut in pratfiice that charity and for-
givenefs which their religion. cnjoins, towards
thofe of different [entiments in fome matters of
light concern? Aud are not thofe accounted the
beft churcimen, who have neither learning to
defend 1ts dofivines, nor piety enough todraw ils
precepts into example sy but are wvery noify and
¢lamorous on the dofirines of paflive-obedience
and non-refiftance, cr on fuch tvifles as diftinguifb

the
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the prieft from the layman, and gratifies the vanity
of a proud beart 2 Is it not manifeft, that peo-
ple can much better bear with one another’s diffe~
rent fentiments in philofophy, and other fiences,
than religion 2 We bave often fecn men of great
worth, for cfates, learning, piety, politenefs,
and every qualification, that can recommend. them
10 the good graces of mankind, defpifed and abu-
Jed, by the unthinking populace, purely becaufe
they {eparate from the eftablifped church. And
1t were to be wifbed, thefe diforders could not be
laid at the door of men, in the church of Eng-
land, profefing divinity. Is it not often feen
that young fellows, who perbaps bhave been fervi-
tors 1n a college, juff come from rumning of er-
rands s when made {piritual guides, prefently to
Serut, and look haughty, and contems the Laity,
treating maenkind in fuch a way as if they were
their vaffals? And yet, fuch a one as this, tho’ be
be a fottifb, ignorant, railing and domincering
prieft, fball be adored by the unthinking populace.
But thefe are feandals both to the church and fate,
and to fuch may be atiributed all the perplexities
of the flate. »

THAT worthy and pious prelate Dr. Burnet,
bifbop of Sarum, in his [peech, in the boufe of
Lords, on the firlk article of the impeachment of
Dr. Sacheverel, thus exprefles bimfelf. ¢ But
¢ as thefe notions [the dofirines of paffive-obed;-
¢ ence, and noi-refiftance] bave been long let run
¢ among us; [0 they bave appeared, in a moft
¢ violent and unguarded manner, ever fince the
¢ attempt of the pretendery and more of late,
¢ fince the preliminaries, upon the overtures for
¢ apeace, feems to extinguifb their hopes. What
¢ [ermons on this bead, are preached in this city,
¢ at aflizes, at Bath, and at many cathe%ra}s.

< Furis
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¢ Furious men fit themfelves with fome bot fer-
< mons, which they carry about from place to
< place, to poifon the nation. This bas not only
< the vifible effect defigned by it, of foaking many
¢ in their allegiance to the queen, and in their
¢ adbering to the Proteftant fucceflion; but it
¢ bas a curfed effelt on many others, on whom
€ this their defign does not fucceed. I am very
¢ fenfible, [ays the bifbop, there is a great deal
¢ of impiety, and infidelity, now [pread thro®
¢ the nation. This gives every good mind all
¢ poffible borror s but I muft tell your lordfbip,
¢ on what a great part of it, is founded; for
¢ Jfince my converfarion with Wilmot, earl of Ro-
chefter, I bhave kad many occafions, to dif-
courfe with perfons tainted with thofe wick-
ed principles s and I do affirin it, that the
greateft prejudice thefe perfons bave at re-
ligion, at the clergy, and at the publick wor-
Jhip of God, is thisy that they [ay, they fee
clergymen take oaths, and ufe all prayers, both
ordinary and extraordinary for the government,
and yet, in their aétings and difcourfes, and
of late in their fermons, they fhew vifibly, that
they look another way s from whence they con-
clude, thzy are a mercenary fort of people,
without confcience. I hope, fays be, there are
not many, that are [o corrupted, and [o fean-
dalons. I am fure, I know a great many that
are far otherwife, who preach, [peak, and
aét, as they fwear and pray; but thofe who
ait in another way, are wnoify and impudent,
and [o bring an imputation on the whole body
and unle[s an effeétual fop is put 1o this di-
Semper, it is not poffible to forfee all the ill
€ confequences that may follow upon it

WHAT
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WHAT may, and ought properly to be un-
derftood by the word church, fays the author of
Reflettions on the management of fome late paz-
ty difpures; ¢ If we go back to the firt ages of
Chriftianity, the term Ewxancia, which we
tranflate church, was the common name of
thofe focieties of converts to that religion, as
b_y circumftances of place, and other convenien-
cies, affembled together to worfbip God, in that
‘way they judged moff agreeable to his will,
¢ And thefe focieties or churches, were feverally
independent of one anotber, as to their difcipline,
authority, and choice of officers, and not only,
without the proteftion, but often under profe-
cutions from the civil power. In this Bate all
religious Chriftian focieties were called churches,
and continued in the [ame manner, until the
time of Conftantine, who turning Chriftian,
made that religion into the effablifbment, and
protefted and  fecured it by buman laws.
Whereby, adds be, it appears, that there was
no fuch thing as a national eftablifl’d church
till three hundred years after Chrift; for fo
long was it from bim to Conftantine the firf
Chriftian emperor.  Afterwards other princes
and ﬁzpreme magiftrates, as tbey became Chri-
< flians, in other p/dces and countries, took that
religion under toe guardzzm//?)zp ty’ tbﬁ Sate,
and protecled and fecured it by the civil autho-
rity. And thus England, after vejoiing the
Pope’s {fupremacy, mzd at Zﬂﬁ tbhe Roman di-
Jeipline, wpon the weformation, enasied fuch
laws by the civil avthority, and prefcribed that
methed of ecclefiaftical government and difci-
pline, as fiill continues under the nawné of the
church as &y law eﬂalﬂlz/bed the conftitution
of whick is o interwoven, by thofe wife legi-
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¢ flators, with the ffate, that it is their real in-
< tereft mutually to [upport each oiber s and by
< fatal experience it bas been found, one can-
€ not be in danger without the otheys being
€ Jo too.
¢« THUS it appears, that the word church
< is taken in a.twofold fenfe s one, as it expref-
¢ fes a religious fociety, without amy regard to
a civil power, or human authority 5 and the
other, as it refpefls only that difcipline, and
external parts of worfbip, which for decency
and order [ake is left to the determination of
every community, and is f[ettled by buman
laws. Therefore it is manifef, that thofe
< perfons are grievoufly impofed upon, who are
< perfuaded, that the controver[y between the
¢ Church and Diflenters, is upon a religious
< account 5 that is, about matters of belief 3
< for it is only about difcipline, and the exter-
< nal parts of worfbips the objelts of worfbip
¢ being the f[ame, and the [ame their faith.
¢ And therefore, while the high clergy make
< fuch an outcry about matters of the higheft con-
© cern, and bebave themfelves towards the Dif-
< fenters with [o much arrogance, and with fo
< little charity, as they bave done, and fill do,
< their number is not like to be leffened. They
cannot but be foured, and prejudiced againft
perfons, who neither in their temper, nor way
of living, difcover amy of that benevolence,
and meeknefs, which is the chief churatier,
and beauty of the Chriftian religion,’
I SHALL conclude with this obfervation,
bow much abufed the filly multitude muft be,
who, by the moife of the church’s danger, are
made to apprebend the lofs of their religion, and
the introduition of gie quite different from z‘}.
¢t
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The Preface.

It is mot to be imagined, that thofe champions
of the church, who are moft bufy in propagating
Juch a mifchievous and falfe alarm, are them-
Jelves fo filly as to believe it 5 they cannot but
know better, and be [enfible of the impoffibility
of fuch a change, witbout a previous [ubverfion
of the civil conflitutiony and therefore they muft
ait upon views wery differcnt from the intereft
of religion, and wilfully impofe this deceit upon
the people, for fome fecular purpofes. And it
1s 100 amuch 1o be feared, that it bas been only a
cover to fome il defigns and views defiruiiive of
the conftitution, both in church and ftate. Thefe
trumpeters of fedition, 1ho’ they may pretend to aim
at the advancem:nt of religion, muft know them-
felves, that they mean nothing but intereft, or
to gratify their. ambition and vaniy, and con-
Jequently aft againft the light of their own con-
Seiences s therefore, let them be ever fo orthodox
in matiers of faith, they may be jufily fliled
fchifmaticks, or rather worfe, fattious, ill-de-
figning, {elf-condemned hereticks,
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